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INDEPENDENCE TOWNSHIP -- Van Harris happily stepped out the door of his Detroit home 
Sept. 27 on his way to a Meat Loaf concert at the DTE Energy Music Theatre near Clarkston.  
 
That was the last time his wife, April, saw him alive.  
 
The 38-year-old Detroit asbestos abatement worker was struck and killed along Sashabaw Road 
after the outdoor concert by an unknown motorist who kept going. Police are still looking for the 
driver.  
 
"I can't believe someone could do this and just leave him there," said April Harris, grappling with 
his death and how to raise their three children and a stepson by herself.  
 
"You wouldn't think anyone could do something like that," she said. "Not if they had any 
conscience at all."  
 
Harris is among six Metro Detroiters killed and five others hospitalized with serious injuries 
since Sept. 21. They weren't struck down by some dreaded disease or gangland gunfire. They 
were run over, left to die like roadkill.  
 
The victims ranged in age from 8 to 82 and include a man in a wheelchair, a promising young 
comedian and two uniformed police officers.  
 
The most recent victim was Dushaun Shaw, a 29-year-old father of three, who died early 
Monday morning on Detroit's west side.  
 
Police said Shaw, a pedestrian, was hit by two vehicles about 4 a.m. at Fenkell and St. Mary's 
streets. The first vehicle did not stop the second vehicle stopped only after dragging Shaw down 
the street and then hitting a parked car, police said. The woman driving the second vehicle was 
taken to an area hospital for injuries.  
 
Waterford Township Police Sgt. Barry Hague, whose department recorded three of the incidents 
in one week, thinks today's hurried attitudes are partly to blame .  
 
" Society is just in too much of a hurry ," Hague said. "It's rush-rush here and there. We don't 
want to slow down -- even when we run somebody over. It's sick."  
 
While this year's state totals are unavailable, hit -and- run incidents, the majority involving 
vehicle or property damage, actually decreased slightly last year.  
 



 
In 2001 there were 41,630 total hit -and- run reports, with 6,907 injuries and 61 deaths 
statewide. There were 25 incidents involving pedestrians and 18 involving bicyclists within the 
borders of Wayne, Oakland, Macomb and Livingston counties.  
 
In 2002, there were 40,932 hit -and- run incidents with 7,111 injuries and 54 deaths statewide. 
There were 26 involving pedestrians and 22 involving bikes in the same four-county area.  
 
A new state law, which makes it a felony punishable by up to five years in prison to leave the 
scene of an injury accident, was expected to deter motorists from shirking responsibility. Judges 
who have such defendants brought before them in court aren't pulling any punches.  
 
Last week, Hazel Park District Judge Keith Hunt arraigned Nicholas Schantz, 23, of Taylor, in 
the Sept. 21 incident in which Eric John Black, a Los Angeles comedian, was killed along an 
Interstate 75 median.  
 
Despite assurances from Michigan State Police Detective Gary Gray that Schantz had been 
cooperative with investigators, the judge set a $100,000 cash assurety bond in the case. But not 
before first dramatically unfurling a computer printout of driving offenses, several feet in length, 
across the front of his bench.  
 
"My concern is this ... this is your driving record," Hunt scolded Schantz, before setting 
Schantz's bond and sending him to jail pending an Oct. 29 preliminary exam conference.  
 
A preliminary exam on the charge is set for Nov. 4.  
 
Schantz and friends had been at a Pontiac club and were returning home about 2:30 a.m. on Sept. 
21 when he slammed into Black standing in the southbound lanes of I-75. Minutes earlier Black, 
who had been drinking, had argued with an ex-wife, got out of the car and walked across the 
busy freeway, Gray said.  
 
The investigation reveals Schantz knew he had struck something but drove for several more 
miles with a damaged windshield, Gray said. Schantz finally pulled his purple 1995 Chevrolet 
Camaro into an alley in Detroit and kicked out a hole big enough to see the road and complete 
his trip home.  
 
"A witness followed the car and got a description and license plate number," Gray said. "And 
later that day even one of Schantz's friends who had been in the car called police to report what 
had happened. They knew they should have stopped.  
 
"He (Schantz) has given several accounts for what he thought happened -- like he thought he 
might have hit an animal or someone tossed a rock off an overpass," said Gray. "I think his 
actions show he knew what really happened. And our witnesses, investigation, including DNA 
from blood found on the car, back it all up ."  
 
Gray said Schantz would be in a lot less trouble had he stopped and reported that incident.  



 
"Pedestrians aren't supposed to be out in the middle of the freeway in the middle of the night," he 
said. "You don't walk on the freeway at any time, unless it's an emergency."  
 
Detroit Police Officer Elmer McFadden of the fatals squad is currently looking at two incidents 
involving pedestrians struck by cars: one in which an 8-year-old boy died after being hit in his 
neighborhood, and another in which two uniformed Detroit police officers were run down 
outside the Fox Theatre.  
 
McFadden said the latter investigation has not proven to be a hit and run , and expects to obtain 
a criminal warrant on a driver interviewed at the scene in the near future.  
 
McFadden said the 8-year-old's death was a hit -and- run and he has identified a suspect he 
hopes to have charged soon.  
 
"He's like most of our hit -and- run offenders," said McFadden. "Driving without insurance and 
scared. Most of them are people scared because they're driving without a driver's license. Driving 
without insurance. Driving after they have been drinking."  
 
Drivers who are on a suspended license or have been drinking can face up to 15 years in prison.  
 
"They usually got something else to hide or to cover up so they run and leave a human being 
lying there," said McFadden. "It's really stupid. Like the case of the boy. It doesn't appear the 
driver was at fault and nothing would have happened to him. Now he could be looking at a 
felony."  
 
Some victims may be partly to blame , according to Officer Mark Zellman of the Detroit police 
fatals squad, who notes 30 of 100 traffic fatalities this year in Detroit were pedestrians walking 
in the street. Crossing a street at the wrong place or darting out into traffic can lead to disaster, he 
said.  
 
There have been 10 fatal hit -and- run accidents and seven critical injuries in Detroit this year, 
Zellman said. In 2002, the city recorded 22 hit -and- run fatals and 11 critical injuries.  
 
Gary Mitchell of the Michigan Association of Independent Insurance Agents said auto repair 
shops and bump shops have been unsung heroes in helping solve many hit -and- run cases, 
voluntarily helping police by reporting suspicious repair jobs.  
 
"Most people stop if they hit a dog," said Mitchell. "The public, the judges, all of us, are mad 
about this. It's the ultimate criminal negligence."  
 
More online  
 
You can read a list detailing hit -and- run accidents in Metro Detroit in the past five weeks at 
The Detroit News Online at www.detnews.com.  



Caption: Nicholas Schantz, 23, of Taylor was arraigned last week in the Sept. 21 incident in 
which Eric John Black, a Los Angeles comedian, was killed along an I-75 median. Hazel Park 
District Judge Keith Hunt set a $100,000 cash assurety bond for Nicholas Schantz. Van Harris of 
Detroit was struck and killed Sept. 27 by an unidentified motorist.  
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